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A buzzword

Buzzwords create industries (Cloud Computing, 
Internet of  Things, Big Data, Smart City,  

3D printer) 
Big data is a buzzword, or catch-phrase, used to 
describe a massive volume of  both structured and 
unstructured data that is so large it is difficult to 
process using traditional database and software. 

(Vangie Beal, Webopedia)

http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/B/buzzword.html
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/S/structured_data.html
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/D/data.html
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/D/database.html
http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/S/software.html


What Big Data really is

• A huge, unlimited, 
collective and connective 
intelligent system…  

• …that has NO content… 
• …until you ask it a 

question. 
• So the real job is the 

question, not the answer 



WHAT CAN BIG DATA BE USED FOR?



Social Media data available from FaceBook 
and Twitter (in particular) are instant, real-

time and specific sources for Big Data 
Analytics



What can Big Data do?

• Tracking the Boston Marathon bombers 
• Finding if  your daughter is pregnant (Target story) 
• Determining Obama’s win in the 2012 elections 
• Helping Lady Gaga, using listeners preference data, to determine 

the most popular playlist for her shows. 
• Providing GPS information for live traffic up-dates and 

personalized routing for multitudes in smart cities 
• Improving guidance to better touristic venues in real time by local 

Tweet exchange analysis 
• Using Twitter & call data to analyze urban happiness (“Misery 

loves company”)



Visualizing air pollution and allowing one 
to photograph it



How does Big Data Analytics work?

• Oracle Big Data Discovery video 
• This video is addressed to both levels of  

previous knowledge in this audience 
• But for different purposes 
• To those who have little experience with Big 

Data, simply watch what it shows 
• For the experts, please pay attention to what 

is said about Hadoop

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VM7LSoSXnSY


The old problem all over

• Proprietary      versus      open source/data 
• Microsoft         versus      Linux  
• Hierarchical    versus      tagged data 
• FaceBook        versus      Twitter 
• Oracle              versus      Hadoop



This is Hadoop, a child’s toy

Doug Cutting holding his son’s toy elephant





Why adopt an open system?

Thanks to Hadoop I can suggest to my students to 
learn how to use it and create winning applications 

There is no preliminary investment, except their 
time and their creativity



Hadoop versus the rest



Is the Oracle versus Hadoop distinction a case of  failed 
collaboration? 

Or an indispensible aspect of  dialectics 
between two different orders of  

knowledge? 



There are tons of  examples of  successful 
Big Data collaboration



Why does Big Data 
favor collaboration?

• It is set up for any kind of  data connection 
• Even as it goes into the cloud it becomes by 

nature collaborative 
• Collaboration via Big Data is open to and within 

companies to share resources, databases, skills 
and opportunities for innovation 

• For example create an association among 
yourselves to study, share and practice Hadoop 
for specific shared purposes

http://www.ngdata.com/press-piece/innovation-and-collaboration-on-big-data-recommendations/
http://www.ngdata.com/press-piece/innovation-and-collaboration-on-big-data-recommendations/
http://www.ngdata.com/press-piece/innovation-and-collaboration-on-big-data-recommendations/


A proposal

• Most of  your organizations will eventually 
have to build its own Big Data infrastructure 
and search engines 

• Why not begin with Hadoop (which is free) 
• Why not begin together in teams 
• Why not learn together what it is all about 
• Make the right choices and build together 

the appropriate technology



What can Big Data do for our 
organizations?

• First, assemble coherent and pertinent Big 
Data partnerships (ThinkWire) 

• Second, identify common database resources 
• Third, learn how to manage Hadoop 

(Collaboratorium) 
• Fourth, select the appropriate platform 

extension (proprietary suppliers)  
• Fifth, find the right questions



The agony of  choosing



Collaborative tools to study and practice 
Hadoop and Big Data

THINKWIRE

http://www.thinkwire.com/panel/8GL


Setup an expert ThinkWire 
panel in minutes.  

Panelists sign in via their 
Twitter handle at 
Thinkwire.com 

They are allowed 280 
characters to permit more 
substantial contributions 

Their discussion is posted 
into Thinkwire and Tweeted 
to their follower with a link 
back into the panel narrative. 

Audience members are able to 
reply, retweet and favorite via 
Twitter and all content is 
archived. 

Thinkwire is a structured and 
curated forum to manage 

Interviews, debates and panel 
discussions. 

ThinkWire uses a patent-pending 
solution to dynamically promote 
content via the panelist’s Twitter 

followers.



 
The collaboratorium could help develop a Hadoop  

training course http://training-course-material.com/training/Hadoop_Administration

http://training-course-material.com/training/Hadoop_Administration
http://training-course-material.com/training/Hadoop_Administration

